
 

 

Bigfish summary 
 
Frans is an Icelandic graphic designer living in Germany with his German wife 
and their young daughter. His wife is the breadwinner, also a designer, as Frans 
has a mysterious ailment that affects his hands, leaving him barely able to work. 
The owner of the design studio in Iceland where he used to work gets in touch, 
offering him a job, designing a logo for an Icelandic company. 
Frans decides to take the job, despite the pain in his hands, and travels to 
Iceland, partly to do this job and partly to seek help with his health problem.  
The company is a whaling company – and is a very lightly disguised version of 
Hvalur hf, the only remaining whaling company in Iceland. The director is 
likewise a lightly disguised version of the colourful and controversial man who 
has run this company for the last fifty years, as is the description of the flensing 
and processing yard in Hvalfjörður. 
Frans stays with a relative, Toggi, who lives in the Borgarfjörður countryside, 
and stays in one of the chalets that Toggi and his wife rent to tourists in the 
summer. 
Frans gets in touch with Gabríel, his contact at the company, who wants a logo 
drawn up. Frans takes the assignment far more seriously that Gabríel feels is 
necessary, does a great deal of research, goes to meet him instead of doing the 
work remotely, spends time whale-watching, speaks to biologists, experiences 
the sight of a mass whale stranding on the Snæfellsnes shore. 
Gabríel can’t understand why Frans wants to make such a big deal out of what 
he feels should be a quick and easy job, but agrees to meet him first at the 
company’s sales office in Reykjavík. The two of them don’t understand each 
other at all. 
Frans has strong views about design work and believes in doing things his own 
way, and to the best of his ability, including things like using a recorder to make 
notes and to record his thoughts and things going on around him. 
The ailment affecting his hands appears to abate towards the later part of the 
book, although he is now experiencing migraine-like episodes that lead to him 
collapsing. 
He insists on a meeting with Gabríel to show him what he has produced, 
intending to show him a proper advertising agency-style presentation. Gabríel 
agrees, reluctantly, although the whaling season is now in progress and the yard 
is busy butchering the first catch of the year. They meet late in the evening at 
the whaling station, and the owner is also unexpectedly present. Frans shows 
them the presentation, leaves the whaling station with Toggi, and decides that 
he has done his final piece of work, even though his hands appear to have now 
recovered. 
 


